
This is the view 
that Greenland 300th 
trolley tour visitors 
will see first as they 
roll along the 
winding drive onto 
the property.

At right is a view 
of the east end of the 
Weeks Brick House 
through the gardens, 
in a photo taken 
shortly after the 
grounds-and-gardens 
clean-up day on June 
15, 2021.

The gardens are 
also the venue for our 
garden party on 
Saturday, Sept. 18, 
always a popular 
feature at our Annual 
Meeting Weekend.
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Celebrate Greenland and the Weeks Brick House
at this year’s in-person annual meeting September 19
Greenland 300th festivities
enrich our annual meeting

 This year marks the 300th anniversary 
of the founding of Greenland, New 
Hampshire, and the historic Weeks Brick 
House is woven into the town’s week of 
celebratory activities.
 Events begin on Saturday, September 
11 and run through Sunday, September 19, 
with the last two days encompassing the 
Weeks Brick House & Gardens in-person 
Annual Meeting weekend.
 The town’s 300th anniversary events 
include concerts, an art show and wine 
tasting, a family day, and trolley tours of 
historic sites in Greenland – including the 
Weeks Brick House. While details are still 
being finalized, a preliminary schedule of 
events is at https://www.greenland-
nh.com/home/pages/300th-anniversary.
 So, what’s going on at the Weeks Brick 
House this year? On the first weekend, we 
will be open for tours on Sept. 11 (11 a.m. 
- 2 p.m.) and Sept. 12 (1-3 p.m.). On Sept. 

By Amanda Nelson, President,
Weeks Brick House & Gardens

18, as a historic site trolley stop, we will 
offer tours on the hour (10 a.m. - 4 p.m.).
 As the trolley rolls away late on that 
Saturday afternoon, our Annual Meeting 
Garden Party will be from 5-to-7 p.m. on 
the grounds. (This is a ticketed event.)

 Later that Sunday, Greenland will host 
various events on the town green, including 
arts and crafts, music, games, and food. So 
instead of our traditional lunch, we will 

 The biggest difference to our usual 
annual meeting schedule will be Sunday, 
September 19. Because of the many other 
activities happening in town, we will hold 
our meeting at the Greenland Church 
Parish Hall first that morning at 10 a.m., 
followed by our guest speaker at 11 a.m. 
Karen Hayden, a Merrimack College 
criminology professor and Greenland 
native, will speak on the wave of arson fires 
in Greenland in 1949-1950. (See page 3.)

Can’t make the meeting
on September 19?
 We know that many descendants 
and members far-and-wide would like 
to join us at the 1656 Weeks Family 
farmstead this September, but can’t for 
all kinds of reasons. But we value your 
interest and participation. Let us know 
your thoughts – and don’t forget to 
send in your proxy form on page 3!

encourage attendees to join the festivity on 
the green and enjoy the tasty offerings of 
local food vendors.
 We are excited to be part of this town-
wide celebration – an opportunity to make 
many new friends. And after last year, we 
are excited about seeing our Weeks Brick 
House family in-person once again! 
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Newly-redesigned website promises
the same content in new packaging
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 Coming soon to a computer monitor, 
laptop, or tiny phone screen near you!: 
A new design for the Weeks Brick House & 
Gardens website, www.WeeksBrickHouse.org.
 In recent months, Maven Web Design 
and Development of Concord, N.H. has 
been redesigning our website. The goals of 
the board-approved project are (1) to 
ensure the site displays well on multiple 
devices; (2) to enable easier membership 
renewals, gift shop purchases, and 
donations; (3) to appeal to 21st-century 
“clickers” as well as information-seeking 
“readers;” and (4) to enable easier editing.
 The bulk of the current website content 
and graphics was researched, compiled, and 
organized beginning in 2009 by WBH board 
member Reg Bacon, a longtime editor and 
designer of history publications, books, 

museum graphics, and websites. Both he 
and WBH president Amanda Nelson have 
advised Maven Web Design through the 
redesign in the hope that information 
seekers will not be confused or repelled by 
the web design imperatives of the moment. 
Watch www.WeeksBrickHouse.org for the 
changes, and let us know what you think.

NEW DESIGN

COMING SOON!
NEW DESIGN

COMING SOON!

A new look at the Weeks Brick House & Gardens spring 2021 clean-up day. 
Board members Amanda Nelson, Skip Weeks, Tom Ayres, Steve Pike, Cynthia Weeks, 
and Reg Bacon were on hand for the work day June 15 – a late date delayed for weeks 
by weather and availability. Above left, contributing to the new look is the new tool 
storage shed. The shed was was delivered in February, but now, against the backdrop 
of the meadow grass and green trees, it looks perfectly situated. Above right, Tom 
Ayres tames invasive garden growth. Below are the pristine garden beds at day’s end.
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PROXY
FORM

PROXY
FORM

Know all men by these presents: That I, the undersigned, a member 
in good standing of the Corporation, do hereby appoint Amanda Nelson 
or Cynthia W. Smith, true and lawful attorney with power of substitution 
to them and to each of them, for me and in my name to vote at the 
business meeting of the Corporation to be held at the Weeks Brick House 
on September 19, 2021 at 9 a.m.

Please return this
signed proxy form to:  

Member:                                                                       Date:                     2021

Secretary
Leonard Weeks & Descendants
in America, Inc.
P. O. Box 93
Greenland, NH 03840

Annual Meeting Proxy Form – If you cannot attend, please detach and mail.
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Professor Karen Hayden has a hot topic
for Weeks Brick House annual meeting

www.WeeksBrickHouse.org

(Use this same handy form for annual renewals,
new membership, or donations!)

Weeks Brick House & Gardens Member/Donor Form

Please return this form with payment to: Weeks Brick House & Gardens, P. O. Box 93, Greenland, NH 03840. Thank You!

Membership Dues Categories:

$15 Student/Senior

$25 Individual             $50 Family

$100 Contributing       $250 Sustaining

$500 Leader               $1000 Visionary

$____________ to the Garden Fund

$____________ to the General House 

Name:

Address:

City/Town:                                                                 State:              Zip:

Phone:                                                   E-mail:

TOTAL ENCLOSED:  $

Make check payable in U.S. currency to “Weeks Brick House.” All gifts are tax deductible. Thank You!

Please indicate your preference: E-mail newsletter in PDF format        Hard-copy postal mail newsletter

Preservation & Maintenance Fund

 The WBH-relevant “hot topic” is 
within her presentation itself: “Memoir, 
History, and Criminology: A Criminologist 
Explores Arson in Greenland.” Although 
the presentation focuses on the wave of 
fires in 1949-1950, the Weeks farmstead 
was victimized by arson in 1938, and the 
brick house was lucky to survive.

 The featured guest speaker at this 
year’s Weeks Brick House & Gardens 
Annual Meeting on the morning of 
September 19 is Karen Hayden, professor 
of criminology and criminal justice at 
Merrimack College in Andover, Mass.

 The presenter grew up in Greenland 
surrounded by the history of the town, and 
her presentation draws upon both her 
family history and professional expertise.

 “In this presentation, I explore my 
family history using my academic training in 
criminology and particularly the emerging 
subfield of historical criminology,” she 
writes. “I delve into stories I heard 
throughout my childhood – tales my father 
told of a period in which it seemed as 
though his entire town burned.

“In the summer of 1949 and into winter 
of 1950, a string of arson fires struck the 
small town of Greenland. The fires were 
believed to be the work of a pyromaniac. 
My father’s family has lived in Greenland for 
several generations and had some 
connection to almost every site that the 
arsonist chose to burn. During this period, 
farmers slept in their barns out of fear that 
their property would be set ablaze next. 
 “I explore these fires to uncover the 
reasons behind these crimes as well as their 
social, cultural, and historical contexts. I 
have a keen interest in working at the 
intersection of criminology and history – an 
area that has not been fully explored within 
either field. I see this research as an attempt 
to bridge these two areas while recouping 
my family’s story and our town history.”
 The presentation will be 11 a.m. Sunday, 
Sept. 19, at the Greenland Church Parish 
Hall, after the 10 a.m. business meeting.

Karen Hayden, Ph.D., 
professor of criminology at 
Merrimack College, is the guest 
speaker at this year’s Weeks Brick 
House & Gardens Annual Meeting. 
In addition to many articles for 
professional journals, she is also 
the author of two books: The Rural 
Primitive in American Popular 
Culture: All Too Familiar (2021), 
and Society and Law (2020).
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Facing an immovable obstacle,
trail crew blazes a ‘workaround’
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Below, clearing the plank trail 
near the parking lot was a 
breeze in comparison. The 
two middle photos below 
show before-and-after views.

On garden clean-up day, 
WBH board members Steve 
Pike and Reg Bacon trudged 
with chainsaw and brush-
cutter into our 30 acres of 
conservation land for a day of 
trail maintenance … and 
encountered an obstacle that 
was no match: A giant tree 
that had fallen straight along a 
120-foot stretch of trail, 
making it impassable. After 
plotting a parallel route, the 
cutting and clearing began. In 
a few hours, a new marled 
trail was the result.

This giant tree
fell 120 feet
straight along
the trail …

Remains
of the
trunk …

A ‘workaround’

We had no crane …
just a chainsaw …
We had no crane …
just a chainsaw …

Remains
of the
trunk …

This giant tree
fell 120 feet
straight along
the trail …

A ‘workaround’

A new marked trailA new marked trail
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